
MATH 3160 - Linear Algebra II

Winter 2021

Department of Mathematics & Statistics
University of Guelph

Calendar Description

The topics in this course include complex vector spaces, direct sum decompositions of
vector spaces, the Cayley-Hamilton theorem, the spectral theorem for normal operators
and the Jordan canonical form.

Course Weight: 0.50
Prerequisites: (MATH*1160 or MATH*2160), 1.00 credits in MATH or STAT at the 2000
level or above
Class Schedule and Location: MWF 14:30-15:20 via Zoom

Instructor: Prof. A. Willms
Email: AWillms@uoguelph.ca
Office Location: MACN 512
Office Hours: TBA

GTA: Ningping Cao
Email: ncao@uoguelph.ca
GTA: Comfort Mintah
Email: cmintah@uoguelph.ca

Content

Lectures will be delivered live via Zoom at 14:30 MWF. The zoom link will be available
from the course web page. These lectures will be recorded and the recordings will be
available on the course web page. Reproduction of lecture recordings is strictly
prohibited.

Evaluation

Assessment date/time weight

6 Assignments
Wednesdays: Jan. 20, Feb. 3, Feb. 24, Mar. 10, Mar. 24,
Apr. 7, 5:00pm

40%

6 Quizzes
Monday, Jan. 18; Wednesdays: Jan. 27, Feb. 10, Mar. 3,
Mar. 17, Mar. 31, 2:30pm

40%

Take home Final
Exam

Out Wed. Apr. 21, 9:30am. Due Sat. Apr. 24 9:30am 20%

Late assignment submissions will not be accepted.



Texts

Required:

Linear Algebra Done Right 3rd edition, by Sheldon Axler, Springer, 2015.

This text is available as an e-book through the University Library. You should download a
pdf copy for yourself to use.

Recommended text books for reference:

Linear Algebra by Peter Petersen. Springer, 2013. (also available as an e-book
through the Library).
Linear Algebran, 2nd Edition, by K. Hoffman and R. Kunze. Prentice Hall, 1971. (This
text has been placed on reserve in the library.)

Grading Policies

Quizzes and assignments will be submitted and marked via Crowdmark. They will be
returned electronically as quickly as possible. Marks will be available on courselink. It is
the student's responsibility to check that the posted marks are accurate. All requests for
reassessment of quizzes or assignments must follow the procedures outlined on the
course web page.

Usage of the Text

I highly recommend that you read the relevant sections of the text book prior to coming to
class. You should also work through as many of the excercises in the text as you need in
order to understand the material.

As a general guideline, I expect students to spend about six or seven hours per week (in
addition to lectures) reading the course notes, doing homework problems, and studying.

University Policies

Disclaimer

Please note that the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic may necessitate a revision of the format
of course offerings and academic schedules. Any such changes will be announced via
CourseLink and/or class email. All University-wide decisions will be posted on the
COVID-19 website https://news.uoguelph.ca/2019-novel-coronavirus-information/ and
circulated by email.

Illness

The University will not require verification of illness (doctor's notes) for the fall 2020 or
winter 2021 semesters.

E-mail Communication

As per university regulations, all students are required to check their uoguelph.ca e-mail



account regularly: e-mail is the official route of communication between the University and
its students.

When You Cannot Meet a Course Requirement

When you find yourself unable to meet an in-course requirement because of illness or
compassionate reasons, please advise the course instructor (or designated person, such as
a teaching assistant) in writing, with your name, id#, and e-mail contact. See the
undergraduate calendar for information on regulations and procedures for Academic
Consideration.

Drop Date

Courses that are one semester long must be dropped by the end of the last day of classes;
two-semester courses must be dropped by the last day of classes in the second semester.
The regulations and procedures for Dropping Courses are available in the Undergraduate
Calendar.

Copies of out-of-class assignments

Keep paper and/or other reliable back-up copies of all out-of-class assignments: you may
be asked to resubmit work at any time.

Accessibility

The University promotes the full participation of students who experience disabilities in
their academic programs. To that end, the provision of academic accommodation is a
shared responsibility between the University and the student. When accommodations are
needed, the student is required to first register with Student Accessibility Services (SAS).
Documentation to substantiate the existence of a disability is required, however, interim
accommodations may be possible while that process is underway. Accommodations are
available for both permanent and temporary disabilities. It should be noted that common
illnesses such as a cold or the flu do not constitute a disability. Use of the SAS Exam
Centre requires students to make a booking at least 7 days in advance, and no later than
November 1 (fall), March 1 (winter) or July 1 (summer). Similarly, new or changed
accommodations for online quizzes, tests and exams must be approved at least a week
ahead of time. More information: www.uoguelph.ca/sas

Academic Misconduct

The University of Guelph is committed to upholding the highest standards of academic
integrity and it is the responsibility of all members of the University community – faculty,
staff, and students – to be aware of what constitutes academic misconduct and to do as
much as possible to prevent academic offences from occurring. University of Guelph
students have the responsibility of abiding by the University's policy on academic
misconduct regardless of their location of study; faculty, staff and students have the
responsibility of supporting an environment that discourages misconduct. Students need
to remain aware that instructors have access to and the right to use electronic and other
means of detection. Please note: Whether or not a student intended to commit academic
misconduct is not relevant for a finding of guilt. Hurried or careless submission of
assignments does not excuse students from responsibility for verifying the academic



integrity of their work before submitting it. Students who are in any doubt as to whether
an action on their part could be construed as an academic offence should consult with a
faculty member or faculty advisor.
The Academic Misconduct Policy is detailed in the Undergraduate Calendar.

Recording of Materials

Presentations which are made in relation to course work, including lectures, cannot be
recorded in any electronic media without the permission of the presenter, whether the
instructor, a student, or guest lecturer. When recordings are permitted they are solely for
the use of the authorized student and may not be reproduced, or transmitted to others,
without the express written consent of the presenter.

Resources

The Academic Calendars are the source of information about the University of Guelph’s
procedures, policies and regulations which apply to undergraduate, graduate and diploma
programs.


