Msc Thesis
For the master's degree by thesis each candidate shall submit a thesis, expressed in satisfactory literary
form, based upon research in some topic connected with the candidate's special discipline. The thesis
must demonstrate the candidate's capacity for original and independent work, and should include a
critical evaluation of work which has previously been done in the candidate's field of research. The
thesis should emphasize any new conclusions which may be drawn from the candidate's own research.

PhD Thesis
Each candidate shall submit a thesis, written by the candidate, on the research carried out by the
candidate on an approved topic. The thesis is expected to be a significant contribution to knowledge in
its field and the candidate must indicate in what ways it is a contribution. The thesis must demonstrate
mature scholarship and critical judgement on the part of the candidate and it must indicate an ability to
express oneself in a satisfactory literary style. Approval of the thesis is taken to imply that it is judged
to be sufficiently meritorious to warrant publication in reputable scholarly media in the field.

Thesis Format
The Faculty of Graduate Studies accepts theses either in monograph or manuscript format. A thesis
written in monograph format organizes chapters around a central problem, for instance, with an
Introduction, a Literature Review, and chapters on Methodology, Results, and Conclusions. In the
manuscript format, the chapters treat separate elements of the research program, typically incorporating
several discrete articles suitable for journal publication. Theses written in manuscript format may
include the following:
• Published articles
• Submitted articles
• Unpublished work in publication format
Publication or acceptance for publication of research results before presentation of the thesis in no
way supersedes the University’s evaluation and judgement of the work during the thesis examination
process.
Theses written in manuscript format must satisfy the following:
• Inclusion of connecting materials that integrate across the different chapters/articles, including
at minimum an overarching introduction and a concluding discussion chapter.
• A statement certifying that the student is the principal or sole author of any included
manuscripts and had a major or sole role in the design of the research, and the preparation and
writing of the manuscripts.
Source: Graduate Calendar, Sections II, IV

